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HISTORY 
Created in 2005 by Michael Dumlao, Sylvie Luanghy, and Kadrieka Maiden, Fashion 
Fights Poverty (FFP) is one of the largest fashion fundraisers in Washington, DC. At its 
core, FFP is devoted to educating the public about entrepreneurial, creative, innovative 
ways to alleviate global poverty. The fashion industry is an effective avenue for 
communities to build and sustain local economies through skill building, technology and 
knowledge transfers, fair trade, and business development. After its first year, FFP was 
awarded the 2006 Leading Lights Diversity Award for Leadership (Honorable Mention), 
and was awarded its second year with the 2007 Long and Foster Realtors Community 
Leadership Award. 
 

In partnership with the United Nations Association of the United States of America’s 
National Capital Area chapter (2005 to 2008) and local volunteers, the inaugural FFP 
benefited, the United States Committee for the United Nations Deve lopment 
Program , raising over $6,000. The 2006 beneficiary was Uganda-based BeadforLife ; 
$10,000 was raised for this outstanding organization, which provides improvised women 
in Uganda with jobs through the making and selling of gorgeous handcrafted paper 
beads. In 2007, $10,000 was raised for Aids to Artisans (ATA) , a non-profit organization 
that offers practical assistance to artisan groups worldwide and works in partnership to 
foster artistic traditions, cultural vitality, improved livelihoods, and community well-being. 
$10,000 was also raised for Nest ,  FFP’s 2008 beneficiary. Nest provides microfinance 
loans to women in developing countries to begin or maintain art- or craft- based 
businesses.  
 

Staying true to the founders’ mission of bringing awareness and support to as many 
deserving organizations as possible, FFP has transformed beyond just being a benefit 
fashion show to an organization, by supporting projects that create income generating 
and micro financing opportunities for artisans in developing countries. FFP also supports 
national and international designers who employ ethical means and practices in their 
design and manufacturing processes to produce products that promote economic 
development and the betterment of a given community.  
 

MISSION 
FFP’s mission is to raise awareness for initiatives that encourage and support creative, 
effective, and sustainable means of challenging poverty. We believe that the industries of 
fashion, textiles, and design offer unique and effective opportunities for designers, 
craftsmen and consumers alike to contribute to the alleviation of poverty through trade, 
skill-building and community empowerment."  
 

GOALS 
·  Support global projects that provide opportunities to artisans in developing countries 
·  Showcase leading eco/ethical fashion designers in one of DC’s premier runway shows 
·  Support future design/fashion leaders.  
·  Serve as a leading education resource to consumers and those in the industry  
 



 

 
 

 

 
FFP PROGRAMS 

 
 

SUPPORTING GLOBAL PROJECTS 
FFP’s globally sustainable projects will aim at creating income-generating or microfinance 
opportunities for individuals/families/communities in developing countries. Putting FFP’s 
mission into action, FFP will: 

·  Develop partnerships with organizations including Kiva, Millennium Promise, 
Trickle Up, etc. to support sustainable and artisan-based projects.  

·  Entrust that this seed funding will expand the skill sets within the community, 
benefit families, and take large strides in helping communities sustain themselves.  

 
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE CONSUMER WORKSHOPS 
FFP will provide a variety of classes, workshops, lectures, and presentations targeted 
towards consumers to create awareness about Social Responsibility and FFP’s mission. 
Workshops will include but are not limited to: 

·  Identifying eco-sustainable or ethical fabrics, brands, retailers 
·  How to be your own eco/ethical designer 
·  Panel discussions 

 
LOCAL D.C. FASHION COMPETITION 
FFP’s design competition will challenge high-school level fashion students to design a 
garment out of sustainable materials, based on eco/ethical guidelines set by FFP’s panel 
of judges, and write an essay describing their concept, design, and execution. The 
winning student designer will be: 

·  Showcased on the runway of FFP’s Benefit 
·  Featured in an exclusive FFP press release 
·  Exposed to media and photo shoot opportunities 
·  Awarded a scholarship to be applied towards fashion design school. 

 
For more information, please visit: www.fashionfightspoverty.org  



 

 
 
 

 

FFP LOOKBOOK 
 
The Fashion Fights Poverty (FFP) “Dress Responsibly”  
Look Book is the official style guide of FFP. The book is 
filled with editorial style photographs that feature 
tastemakers from around the country in FFP approved 
clothing and accessories. The Look Book shows readers 
that high fashion can be ethical, ethic, and accessible. 
 
The FFP 2009 “look” will have a futuristic but classic feel. 
Our volunteer photographers, models, and stylists will use 
their talent and creativity to apply this year’s “RE” theme 
(in an interpretative way) to every shot. While last year 
was focused on American history, 2009 is strictly about 
innovation. It will be enhanced by graphic and sci-fi 
illustrations that will serve as the underlying framework for 
all print and web collateral.  
 
Past photo shoot locations and celebrity, models for the Look Book include:  

·  New York, NY (featuring hip-hop legend Daryl “DMC” McDaniels, Project Runway 
Alum Jack Mackenroth, and alternative punk band “Hello Tokyo”)  

·  Nashville, TN (featuring members of “Lynyrd Skynyrd” and “Three Doors Down”)  
·  Washington, DC (featuring socialites Katherine Kennedy and Pamela Aparico, 

philanthropist Jaci Reid and jazz singer Karyn Myles).  
·  Miami , FL  
·  Los Angeles, CA  
·  San Juan, Puerto Rico  

 
Featured designers have included: American Apparel, Aid To Artisans, Basia Frosard, 
BeadforLife, Buckler, Chacha Boy, Chopper Couture, Donghia Textiles, Eclíptica, 
Ecoganik, Elizabeth Muir, Eric Finn Clothiers, Erika Peña, Evelyn Brooks, Iwood 
Ecodesign, Jack Mackenroth, Jason Christopher Peters, Joline Jolink, Kayce Armstrong, 
Kimberly Couture, Levi’s, Lucy Pinson, Nest, Orangia, Sergio Davila, Tuleh,, and many 
more. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

FFP BENEFIT FASHION SHOW 
 
THE CONCEPT 
Fashion Fights Poverty’s benefit is according to the Washington Post, "one of the largest 
fashion fundraisers in Washington, DC". The fashion show is the climax of FFP’s annual 

fundraising efforts. The purpose of the benefit is 
to highlight the designs of emerging and 
established (mainstream and non-mainstream) 
eco and/or ethical fashion designers and artisans 
as a way of raising money for our beneficiary 
and programs. Ultimately, as part of the Dress 
Responsibly campaign, FFP looks to introduce 
consumers to new and exciting fashions, 
products, and designs. 
 
This year’s fifth anniversary celebration will be 
no different, with most of the designers having a 
multicultural/international history or influence. 
FFP is excited about the diversity this year’s 
designers possess and the ability for their stories 
to connect with FFP’s program mission of 
supporting global projects. 
 
The red-carpet benefit takes place in an exciting 
location each year and displays an impressive 
runway presentation. Bringing together the social 
elite, socially responsible, politicos, corporate 

brands, local vendors, and media, the benefit is the highlight of the social calendar. 
 
2009 EVENT DETAILS 
DATE:   Friday, September 25, 2009  
LOCATION:  The Renaissance Mayflower Hotel 
   1127 Connecticut Ave. NW 
   Washington, DC 20036  
TIME:   7:00pm – 10:00PM 
 
WHO DO I CONTACT? 
For sponsorship opportunities: 
Sylvie Luanghy, Vice President of Production sluanghy@fashionfightspoverty.org  
 
For Press inquiries and additional information:  
Kadrieka Maiden, VP of Communications  kmaiden@fashionfightspoverty.org 
 



 

 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
Chris Belisle  
President  
cbelisle@fashionfightspoverty.org        
 
Sarah Magallanes  
Vice President of Global Operations & Secretary 
smagallanes@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
Irvin Marrero  
Treasurer  
imarrero@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
Yvette Castro  
Vice President of Research & Program Development 
ycastro@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
Elaine Mensah  
Fashion Director and Vice President of Production 
emensah@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
Michael Dumlao  
Vice President of Marketing, Outreach & Co-founder 
mdumlao@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
Sylvie Luanghy  
Vice President of Corporate Relations, Events & Co-founder 
sluanghy@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
Kadrieka Maiden  
Vice President of Communications & Co-founder 
kmaiden@fashionfightspoverty.org           
 
Vanessa Aurora  
Vice President of West Coast Operations 
vaurora@fashionfightspoverty.org    
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                Contact: Kadri eka Maiden  
            240-446-8148  
              kmaiden@fashionfightspoverty.org     
  

RECREATE~ REACTION! 
FASHION FIGHTS POVERTY CELEBRATES 5 YEARS BY REJUVE NATING AND 

REINFORCING ITS PURPOSE 
  
WASHINGTON, DC- May 26, 2009- Fashion Fights Poverty (FFP),  the organization 
dedicated to raising awareness on the fight against global poverty, is excited to announce its 
2009 presenting sponsor, The Renaissance Mayflower Hotel, Washington, DC. Scheduled 
for Friday,  September 25th at 7PM, the Renaissance Mayflower Hotel will be the home of 
this year’s FFP fashion benefit.   
  
The benefit will support projects that create income-generating and micro financing  
opportunities for artisans in developing countries. The event is one of DC’s leading runway  
shows and according to The Washington Post, is “one of the largest fashion fundraisers is  
Washington, DC.” This year’s “ Re”  theme draws upon todays turbulent economic and social  
reality and the persistent call for reflection and change. FFP sees the recession as an  
opportunity to reassert what President Obama calls a new era of responsibility. For FFP, we  
see this as a return to creativity in fashion over trends; the emergence of a renaissance of 
the wearability of artful, well-constructed style.  
  
The show will also mark the debut of FFP’s inaugural scholarship competition, created for  
Washington-area high school students. Students will be challenged to design a garment 
using sustainable materials and write an essay describing their garment’s concept, design, 
and execution. The winner will have the opportunity to participate in this year’s show and will 
earn a scholarship to be applied toward design school. FFP also continues to promote its 
Dress Responsibly Campaign, which encourages consumers to select eco-friendly and 
ethical fashions and products.   
  
"The Mayflower has been host to many historic events in the hotel’s 84-year-old history and 
we are not only excited, but also proud to be hosting as a Presenting Sponsor for Fashion 
Fights Poverty, which brings together Washington, DC's fashionable and professional crowd 
to support a cause that helps so many. The Mayflower's classic and unique elegance will be 
the ideal backdrop to showcasing the modern and trendy fashion talents of both seasoned 
and up-and coming designers,” said Mr. Satinder Palta, General Manager of The 
Renaissance Mayflower Hotel.  
  
The always-anticipated fashion presentation continues to exceed standards of excellence set 
by the previous year. "FFP is incredibly thankful to the Renaissance Mayflower Hotel for its  
decision to be this year's Presenting Sponsor,” said FFP President Chris Belisle. “As we  
 



 

 
 
 
celebrate our 5th Anniversary, it is exciting to welcome new partners to support us as we 
enter an important time of organizational growth and increased responsibility to help those 
much less fortunate than ourselves.”   
  
Join FFP for the climactic finale of its yearlong endeavor to alleviate poverty by displaying  
eco-friendly and ethical fashion designs during this year’s 5th annual benefit fashion show.  
Guests for this year’s event will be greeted on the red-carpet and presented with a lavish gift  
bags provided by the event sponsors. The evening will close with a spectacular after party,  
location TBA.  
  
Date:       Friday, September 25, 2009  
Location: The Renaissance Mayflower Hotel  
                  1127 Connecticut Ave, N.W.  
            Washington, DC 20036  
Time:      7:00pm-10:00pm  
  
For more information on Fashion Fights Poverty, visit our website at 
www.fashionfightspoverty.org.     
  
About Fashion Fights Poverty (FFP)   
Our mission is to raise awareness for initiatives that encourage and support creative, 
effective, and sustainable means of challenging poverty. We believe that the industries of 
fashion, textiles, and  design  offer  unique  and  effective  opportunities  for  designers,  
craftsmen  and  consumers  alike  to  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  poverty  through  
trade,  skill-building  and  community empowerment.   
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PRESS 
The Articles & Interviews 

 
Fashion Fights Poverty is honored to have been featured in the following publications and 
media outlets: 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TOP 100 EVENTS   06.22.09 11:30 AM  

 
Washington's Top Fashion & Beauty Events 2009  
 
1. Fashion Fights Poverty 
Runway Show  
This runway presentation, which 
raises money for a different charity 
each year, moved to the St. Regis 
Hotel in 2008 and shrank to a more 
exclusive 250-person event. 
Actress Parker Posey and Fox 5 
news anchor Will Thomas hosted 
the show, which returns for a fifth 
year this fall. 
 
2. Nordstrom’s Designer Fall 
Preview  
In 2008, 500 guests caught 
Nordstrom’s latest fashions and 
raised $60,000 for nonprofit 
Knock Out Abuse Against 
Women at this runway show at the National Building Museum. The eighth annual show returns this 
month. 
 
3. Washington Humane Society Fashion for Paws Runway Show  
This third annual people-and-pets fashion show brought 1,200 guests to the Italian Embassy on March 
28 and took in $240,000 for the Humane Society. 
 
4. D.C. Fashion Week  
This twice-annual event next takes off September 14 to 20, with runway shows at locations ranging 
from the Embassy of France to Howard University’s Cramton Auditorium.  
 
  —Brendan Speigel  
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Washington Humane Society's Fashion for Paws Runway Show 
Photo: Vithaya Photography  



 

 
 
 

Social Affairs  
December 2008 

 



 

 
 

 
Fashion Washington (Washington Post) 

SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

In The Loop 

Sep 2, 2008 Author: Jenn Breckenridge | Filed under: Green Events  

Fashion and poverty seem like an unlikely pair to be matched 
up against one another, unless of course it’s between your 
personal desire for a couture piece and the emptiness of your 
bank account. Truth is these days, the two just keep running 
into each other, but on a much larger scale; and this time 
fashion is alleviating poverty instead of encouraging it. On 
September 26th, the ethical fashion organization Fashion 
Fights Poverty (FFP) will be hosting their 4th annual eco-
fashion benefit at The St. Regis hotel in Washington, DC. 

Each year, Fashion Fights Poverty combines established 
brands like American Apparel and Donna Karan with 
premiere eco fashion lines like Edun and Loomstate, alongside 
emerging talent, to present clothing that is sophisticated and 
truly sustainable. For the 2008 “America” theme, FFP has 
chosen to honor not only fashion design, but also American 
ingenuity. “In this historic election year where the focus is 
change and innovation, we believe, to be an American is to 
conceive and build innovative solutions to our common 
problems,” says Michael Dumlao, Co-Founder and Creative 

Director of FFP. 

Fashion Fights Poverty brings attention to eco designers and organizations who use fashion, 
artisanship, and creativity to build long-term economic opportunity in poverty stricken 
communities. This year’s runway will feature designs from eco and ethical lines by Kayce 
Armstrong, Mae, Annatarian, Adele Wechsler and local DC menswear designer Eric Finn. 

Images from Fashion Fights Poverty will be presented in their 2008 Dress Responsibly lookbook- 
a catalog of chic, contemporary, and ethical designers like Jack Mackenroth of Project Runway, 
Linda Loudermilk, Edun, and Simply Soles. The lookbook will be available online and limited 
editions will also be available. A percentage of sales from each lookbook will go to Nest, FFP’s 
2008 beneficiary. Nest is a nonprofit organization which provides microfinance loans to artisan 
women in the developing world, helping them create sustainable entrepreneurial businesses as well 
as providing them venues to sell their unique goods. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

WASHINGTON TIMES 
NOVEMBER 2007 

 
 



 

 
 

DC MODERN LUXURY MAGAZINE 
OCTOBER 2007 



 

 
 
 

W MAGAZINE 
NOVEMBER 2006 



 

 
 
 

THE EXAMINER 
OCTOBER 2005 


